Rulers of the Babylonian Empire

II. Historically
A. The Ancient Babylonian Empire. 1. Since Babylonia is regarded as the cradle of the human race, it is, therefore, one of the most ancient of empires. 2. In about 2000 B.C., Babylon was the dominating power of the world. Hammurabi (ca.
1707-1622 B.C.) ruled a great empire from the Persian Gulf to the middle Euphrates and upper Tigris. 3. There followed a 1000 year period of struggle which saw no dominant power in the area.
Babylon was variously controlled by the Hittites, Kassites, Elamites and Assyrians during this time. 4. This period was culminated by 300 years of Assyrian supremacy (885-607 B.C. a. He was a great conqueror and great builder. b. He captured all the territory that had once been held by the king of Egypt from the brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River (2 Kings 24:7). c. He invaded Judah in 605 B.C. (Dan. 1:1) , again in 597 B.C. (2 Kings 24:1) and for the third time in 586 B.C. when he destroyed Jerusalem.
d. He besieged Tyre for 13 years (598-585 B.C.). e. After him, ineffective kings ruled and the empire was quickly brought to its demise.
III. Religiously
A. The gods of Babylon were basically the same as those of Assyria. 1. Both nations were very superstitious. 2. Marduk was their "creator" and Ea was the "Spirit of the Water." B. The gods of the Babylonians were viewed as threats to them.
1. They believed their gods always wanted to harm people. 2. Ea was the only exception since the sea brought trade and helped to make them rich. 3. Of the evil gods they said, "door cannot shut them out, nor bolt prevent them from entering; they glide like serpents beneath the door, and creep through the joints of hinges like a puff of wind." (Dorothy Mills, The Book of the Ancient World, p. 105) C. They believed in witches and demons and put hideous images to the right and left of the doors of their houses to scare them away. D. They believed in the power of the stars.
1. Astrology had its birth in ancient Babylon. 2. They thought they could tell the future from the stars. E. They built temples called "ziggurats" to their gods.
1. They had inherited the idea for them from the ancient Sumerians.
2. These consisted of towers with a number of stages, each one a little smaller than the one below. 3. The most famous one was in the city of Babylon.
a. It had seven stages each of which was a different color: black, orange, red, gold, pale yellow, deep blue and silver. b. Each stage was dedicated to a different heavenly body: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the sun, Venus, Mercury and the moon. F. Constant services were held at the temples.
1. Many festivals were staged highlighted by the New Year Festival which lasted two weeks and included, among other things, a procession of gods to Marduk's temple, the humiliation and restoration of the king who later "took the hand of Bel" to lead him in procession outside the city where a re-enactment of the assembly of the gods and the fixing of the fates for the ensuing year took place. 2. The seventh day was kept as a day of rest. G. They believed in life after death.
1. It was thought to be gloomy and dismal. 2. They referred to the place they believed souls went to after death as "The Land of No Return." H. Their religion seemed to have little influence on their conduct.
IV. Socially
A. They could be as cruel as most of the conquering people of their day. 1. They utterly burned and destroyed Jerusalem and many other walled cities.
2. The example of King Zedekiah of Judah (597-586 B.C.) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) . a. He was captured and taken before Nebuchadnezzar where, before his eyes, his sons and officials of his government were put to death. b. His eyes were then put out and he was imprisoned. B. They did not glory in cruelty, though, the way the Assyrians had.
1. They tended to leave all people they conquered exactly where they found them as long as they accepted Babylonian rule. 2. A submissive city would be left standing with only tribute to pay. 3. Judah was defeated, her cities destroyed and her people moved because she kept rebelling. C. Captive people were treated generously.
1. 
II. Media
A. Media was an ancient country of Asia situated west of Parthia, north of the Persian Gulf, east of Assyria and Armenia, and south of the Caspian Sea. 1. The country is now included in parts of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. 2. A mountainous country, Media contained some fertile sections; but much of it was cold, barren, and swampy. 3. In the southern area lush plains were used as pasture land for the large herds of horses used in the Median cavalry. B. The history of the Medes is complex, because it involves many entangling alliances and the rise and fall of several nations. 1. The Medes were an IndoEuropean people who invaded the rough mountain terrain south of the Caspian Sea.
2. In the ninth and eighth centuries B.C., Assyrian kings conducted campaigns against these people, forcing them to pay tribute. 3. The mighty Tiglath-Pileser (745-727 B.C.) invaded Media and added part of it to the Assyrian Empire. 4. By 700 B.C., the era of the prophet Isaiah, a prosperous realm had been established. C. Media is first mentioned in the Old Testament as the destination to which Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, deported the Israelites from Samaria around 721 B.C. (2 Kin. 17:6; 18:11) 1. Medes are mentioned in Ezra in connection with Darius' search for the roll containing the famous decree of Cyrus that allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem. (Ezra 6:2) 2. Laws of the Medes are mentioned in the Book of Esther (1:19) and in Daniel (6:8, 15 a. He had plans to make it the capital of a new commercial empire but it was never to be inhabited (Isaiah 13:20-22; Jeremiah 51:26). b. He died there of a fever at age thirty-two. H. He thought the Greek or "Hellenistic" culture was the greatest the world had ever seen and he was determined to share it with all the people he conquered.
1. He established model Greek cities, such as Alexandria in Egypt, as he conquered a region. 2. The influence of Greek culture, arts and language was felt by the entire world.
III. The Empire After Alexander
A. Upon Alexander's death, his kingdom was divided among his four generals. B. The four generals and their territories. A. The son of a Macedonian named Lagus, he was surnamed Soter, deliverer, by the people of Rhodes for the military aid he had given them. B. While his fellow-generals who succeeded Alexander were fighting Antigonus in Asia Minor (301 B.C.), he added Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, Palestine, Cyrene, and Cyprus to his domain in Egypt, Libya and Arabia. 1. The Jews, after the death of Alexander, had been under the rule of the Seleucids but only for a short time. 2. Ptolemy I was not the benevolent conqueror and ruler Alexander had been.
a. Learning the Jews observed the Sabbath, he chose that day to take Jerusalem. b. Josephus, quoting Agatharchides' derisive report of the conquest of Jeru-salem, wrote: "The people known as Jews, who inhabit the most strongly fortified of cities, called by the natives Jerusalem, have a custom of ab-staining from work every seventh day; on those occasions they neither bear arms nor take any agricultural operations in hand, nor engage in any other forms of public service, but pray with outstretched hands in the temples un-til the evening. Consequently, because the inhabitants, instead of protecting their city, persevered in their folly, Ptolemy, son of Lagus, was allowed to enter with his army; the country was thus given over to a cruel master, and the defect of a practice enjoined by law was exposed. That experience has taught the whole world except that nation, the lesson not to resort to dreams and traditional fancies about the law, until its difficulties are such as to baffle human reason." (Against Apion, I, 22) C. He followed the custom of other rulers in naming cities for himself.
1. He built Ptolemais on the Upper Nile, south of Abydos, to replace the old city of Thebes as his capital. 2. He changed the name of the old city of Acco (Jud. 1:31), located 30 miles south of Tyre on the Syrian coast, to Ptolemais (Acts 21:7). That city is known today, and since medieval times, as Acre. D. He set about to make Alexandria a great city.
1. He transported 100,000 Jews to it. 2. He absorbed 3,000 Jews into his army laying the foundation for the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah in Isaiah 19:18-19.
a. An altar to be built in the midst of Egypt. b. Five cities to speak the language of Canaan, one to be called "the city of destruction," evidently a reference to On, 5 miles northeast of Cairo, at that time a center for worship of the sun and called by the Greeks "Heliopolis" (sun city), for the Jews built a temple there (c. 182-147 B.C.).
II. Ptolemy II -Philadelphus (283-246 B.C.)
A. Successor and son to Ptolemy I, he sought to make Alexandria a world trade center. 1. He was named Philadelphus because of his devotion to his wife, and sister, Arsinoe. a. The practice of intermarriage with members of the royal family was a custom of the ancient Pharaohs which was adopted by the Greek rulers of Egypt.
b. Cleopatra, the last of the Ptolemy line, was an example of the contention and infamy this practice caused. B. He built a lighthouse at the entrance of Alexandria's harbor to guide ships to it.
1. Named Pharos, after the island upon which it was built, it was the first of its kind. 2. It was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. C. In Alexandria, which became a world center of learning, he built a great library, for which Manetho compiled his history of Egypt, and a museum. D. Possibly the most important event of his reign was the translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into the Greek language, the Septuagint (c. 250 B.C.). 1. Supposedly it was to provide a copy of the Jewish Scriptures for the Library at Alexandria but it is entirely possible that it was prompted by the desire of Greekspeaking Jews to want their children to be able to read the sacred writings. 2. Its name supposedly comes from the fact that the work of translation was done by 72 elders from Jerusalem on the Island of Pharos in 72 days. 3. The "Letter of Aristeas," a document supposedly written about 100 B.C. to Demetrius, Ptolemy's librarian, says that Ptolemy Philadelphus sent a request to obtain six elders from each tribe of Israel to do the translating (Obviously over-looking the fact that ten of the tribes were taken into Assyria in 722 B.C. and never returned-GT).
III. The Latter Ptolemies
A. Ptolemy Euergetes III (Benefactor, 246-221 B.C. a. "A systematic attempt was made to Hellenize the country by force. An edict demanded the fusion of all the nationalities of the Seleucid empire into one people. Greek deities were to be worshipped by all. "An elderly Athenian philosopher was sent to Jerusalem to supervise the enforcement of the order. He identified the God of Israel with Jupiter, and ordered a bearded image of the pagan deity, perhaps in the likeness of Antiochus, set up upon the Temple altar. The Jews popularly spoke of this as 'the Abomination of Desolation.' "Greek soldiers and their paramours performed licentious heathen rites in the very Temple courts. Swine were sacrificed on the altar. The drunken orgy associated with the worship of Bacchus was made compulsory. Conversely, Jews were forbidden, under penalty of death, to practice circumcision, Sabbath observance, or the observance of the feasts of the Jewish year. Copies of the Hebrew Scriptures were ordered destroyed." (Charles Pfeiffer, Between the Testaments, p. 81) b. "A gymnasium with an adjoining race track was built. There Jewish lads exercised nude in Greek fashion, to the outrage of pious Jews. The track races opened with invocations to pagan deities, and even the Jewish priests attended such events. Hellenization also included attendance at Greek theaters, adoption of Greek dress, surgery to remove the marks of circumcision, and exchange of Hebrew for Greek names. a. After his mother's death, he defeated Hyrcanus and forced him to give up his office. b. Aristobulus became both king and priest. C. The end of the Hasmoneans and the entrance of Rome.
• "The story of the Hasmoneans draws to an end with the account of one Antipater, governor of Idumea, who encouraged Hyrcanus in exile to remove his brother from office. With the help of an Arabian ruler, Aretas III, he besieged Aristobulus in Jerusalem. It was at this point that Rome decided to interfere in Palestinian affairs. Pompey sent his general, Scaurus, to quell the rising and he, through bribery, supported Aristobulus. In the year 63 B.C. Pompey, in person, fearing the designs of Aristobulus, attacked Jerusalem and conquered it, entering in person into the Temple and the Holy of Holies. Aristobulus was carried captive to Rome. Hyrcanus was confirmed in the High Priesthood and was appointed ethnarch of Judaea which was now added to the province of Syria." (Russell, (34) (35) 
